As my last name Kestenbaum suggests, my family’s arigins are waced 1o Germany.

Indeed, my great-great grandfather, Rabbi Yosef Breuer, was the leading German Orthodox Rabbi and a
respecied figure within German soclety,

Rabbi Breuer's voungest daughter, my great-great Aunt, vividly recalls hiding under the bed while her
father was arrested by the Nazis, and their historic Breuer Synagogue burned to the ground. on the night

of Kriztallnacht,

As one of the very lastJews 1o flee Nazi persecution in Germany, my family found home in the United
Stares. where thev were able to rebuikd and sustain their Jewish idennry.

To this day. the historic Breuer Shul stand: tall in New York Civy, representing not only the indormitable
spicit of the Jewish people but of what makes the United States of America such a beawtiful. weicoming
COUnUY.

My story of anusenuusm, dlerefc?re_. iz deeply painfud and it i deeply personal.

Members of thic committee, I appear before vou roday with an urgent warning.

Kristallnachr di<l not begin with book burnings or broken windows,

Kriztallnacht did not begin with desuwoved synagogues nor expulsions.

Kriztallnacht began with a pernicious ideology that swept across German sociery.

Kriztallnacht began with the acceprance and normalization of Jew haued.

Kristallnacht began with words.

Unformnately. I have come 1o the herutbreaking conciusion that should these behaviors and actons not be
challenged immediately. our counuy iz headed down a uuly dangerous path.

Members of thic commintee, if antisemitism were an infectious dizease. Harvard University would have
in=umted mask mandare: and social distancing decades ago.

I zay these word: out of two years of personal experiences with a racial ideology echampioned by Harvard
thar views Jews as an annoyvance at best, pervasive bigouy, and a stunning lack of moral clawty by the
instmton. As such. the Coniminee must think of the issue of anusemiusm on cellege campusas in the
same way they would of a natcnal pandemic.

I'd iike to walk vou through three weeks: in Jannary to prove my point



On Thwrsday January 4th, I woke up to dozens of fellow Harvard classmates posung on the social media
epp SideChar that Jews are both beby killers and pedophiles, lamenrting the outsized role Jews play in
media and politics. and arguing that “1oo many damn Jews™ live in this counuy.

I immediarelv flagged this issue o the Harvard adminizuaton. To this date. no immediate aeuon was
taken.

On Sunday January 2 1st, the day before the Spring semester was 10 begin at Harvard, I walked through
Harvard Yard to discover that every single poster calling arrenton 1o kidinapped Jewizh civilians was
vandalized by horrific anusenuusm.

Some of the Jewish victims were compared 1o pedophile Jeffrey Epstein whereas others accused Jews of
orcheswanng 9/11. )

In one particular instance, the vandals wrote “evidence needed. head =till on” on a photo of ten-month-old
Kifir Bibas, the voungest hostage taken, who remains separated from his family more than 140 days later.

I immediately flagged this issue to the Harvard adminiswation, To this date. no immediate acton ha: been
taken, In fact, I even wrote 1o Harvard DEL offering 1o miss my own claszes to take down the pozters.

On the morning of Thursday January 25th, I received an email from & Harvard emplovee asking me
debate him in a secluded underpas: concerning whether Jews were behind the 9/1 1 terrorist anacks.

That night. thar same Harvard empiovee posted a video to his zocial media waving A machete with a
picture of my face and other prominent Jewich activists, declaring his intention to “fight” and “have a
master plan that he won't get lnto nght now.”

For ttuee days, I had private armed secwity ourside my house. I had armed security follow me to Shabbat
praver service: for my own protection.

While I immediaely flaggad this issue 10 the Huvard adminisuation and to the police, thiz individual 1s
siil emploved by Harvard.

On a Harvard student-run online forum. I was immediarely removed after asking classmeres 1o consider
demanding Hamars release its Jewish hostages instead of an unconditional ceasefire.

On a different Harvard student-run online forum. after I had posted a zimilar question. students responded
“we are taking a do not engage with Shabbos Kestenbaum approach.” over my “morally reprehensible

views,”



On ver another Harvard student-run online forum, after I had pointed out that a feanwed speaker &t
Harveurd called the October 7th massacre “abour ume” and & “glorious day.” a fellow smdent responded 1
am stll comfartable promoung this event.”

The bullving, intimidation, and ozwacizing of Jewish students at Harvard is noimalized.

People often ask me how Harvard has changed post-October 7th in relaton 1o antisermitism.

I say there was no post-October 7th change. there was a change on the night of October 7th irzelf:

On the joyou: Jewish holiday of Simchar Torah, our celebrations at Harvard Hillel were interrupted by
rumors of a terrorist amack the likes of which the Jewish People have never experienced in modern hiztory.

As an Orthodox Jew:, T do not uze. or even wuch. elecwonics on the Sabbath or Jewish holiday:.

Nevertheless, I was advized to break that religious obligation to locate myv siblings and extended famuly
who live 1n Israel,

While I was desperately uving 1o cee whether they were alive or not. 34 student groups at Harveud,
representing hundreds of students. jumped our of bed, some in their pajamas. to draft whart they called an
“emergency starement” blaming Jews for their own massacre. the largest one. I mught add, since the
Hoilocaust.

I know many of these studeniz. I sit in class with them. I share study hells with them. They publicly praise
Hamas, they side repeatedly with the Houthis, and believe Hezbollah 1o be a legiumare political resistance
group.

To this dey. Harvard has not condemned let alone disciplined. theze 34 smdenr group:.

Bur the antizemitism and Hamas svmperthiez do not rest zolely on Harvard students.

It extends to. and iz promoted by, Harvard faculty.

Tust last month. close o 100 Harvard faculey and staff published a cartoon depicting a Jewish man, replete
with the Star of David and the money zyvmbol. choking an Arab and black man by their neck with a nooze.

To this day. these faculty have not been disciplined in any way. They continue 10 teach and spread their
poizon with impunity. I pass them in the hallways and see their names feanwed prominently on lectures.

In fact. just three days later, Harvard proudly hosted antisemite Nowa Erakat who pruticipated on & panel
with internationally designared terrorist and senior Hamas commander Ghazi Hamad who has repeatedly
promised “a million more Octaber Tths.”



Tellingly, according to Hillel International. in the 19703, Jews accounted for ronghly 25% of Harvard's
student population. In 2023, that number is estimated to be lower than 5%. Even during President Gay’s
historic inauguration ceremony, which centered around the cauzes of “cowrage” and “diversity.” there was
no kozher food,

In response 1o global pressure. this congressional commitnes and investiganon, and the withdrawal of
more than one billion doliars in donatdons. Harvard belatedly establizhed an Antisemitusm Advizory group
to purportedly combar this hare at Harvard,

The Group wes 50 remearkably ineffective thar its most effective member. Rabbi David Wolpe, resigned.
One month later. the Group was dizbanded.

Now, there i 4 new Anusemitism Task Force at Harvard.

Thiz o0 is zo remarkably ineffective that its most effectve member and co-chair, Raffaella Sadun.
recenuv resigned. The other co-chair, Derek Penslar, has claimed that antsemitism at Harvard Is
“exaggerated.”

DEL the root cause of so much of the antusemitism at Harvard, is plaving a role on the Task Foree as well.
Harvard had recenty announced its Chief DEI Officer. Sherri Charleston. will be a criucal advizor for the
COIUTUTISE,

In fact. iact month week alons, we Jewish stadents were forced 1o hire private sarmed secunty for a concelt
1n honor of Jewish students victimized by anusemitizm after a group of Harvard students encouraged a
protest of the event. shoudng treatening siogans such as “'globalize the intfada” and “resistance is
Juztified.”

The rezponze from Harvard? Nothing.

I know of Jewich smdents at Harvard who do not wear their kippahs publicly anvmore, have changed
majors due 1o hostile anti-Israel environments. have been spat on for their religious idenury, and more.

While I can provide countless more examples and hemtwrenching reztimony. it 1s best that I conclude az
follows: I have seldom experienced such disdain for, and contempt of, & minority group, than the way in
which Harvard wears itz Jewish student population,

I will conclude with one last panful anecdorte:

In the first day of Passover, hundreds of Harvard stadents illegally zet up encampments all over campus.
demanding Harvard divest all monies from the Jewizh ztate.



The protestors cheered thunderously when they replaced the American fiag overlooking Harvard with that
of Palestine.

They screamed abour globalizing the intifada, depicted our Jewish President with homns and a tail,
followed Jewish smdents on their way to class 1o intimidate them. broke School property, and violated all
time, place, and manner restrictions.

The Heurvard encampment finally ended yesterday. Yer, do you want 1o see Harvard’s antisemitism in real
time? Harvard has agreed with aimost all of their demands.

The encampment espoused near daily antisemitism. harassed and followed Jews. celled for the violent
destruction of the Jewish state. and violated school policy.

Nevertheless, in exchange for leaving, the antisemites will have their suspensions or other disciplinary
actions revoked. Thev will get to meer with the University 1o discuss a Palestinian Studies deparmment.
They will meet with the Corporation to discuss divesting. Yet, Not once has Harvard publicly condemned
the objective antsemitism that we Jewish students have faced as a rezulr. Not once has the antisemitism
task force said anvthing. More importanrly, not once have they DONE anything to combat antisemitism
here at Harvard.

Jews here have no allies. no voice, and no advocates, The only way Harvard will ever change is sustained
outside pressure. Please help us!

This is the realitv of being a Jew ar Harvard in 2024,

For if antisemitism is a disease, then certainly. Harvard University is the Wuhan wet market. The time for
Congress 10 aC1 15 NOW,
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| would like us to all reflect on how much
power the Jewish population has over the
media. It's genuinely terrifying. The conflict

aside, | have learned so much about power,

coercion and influence.
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sharing this comment before it's taken down...
and people say antisemitism on campus isn't

real @
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I’'m begging you all to recognize the
“Jewish people are contralling
everything” {and are thus the
reasen Gay resigned) narrative as an
antisemitic conspiracy theory. Itis a
common white supremacist
argument against Jewish people.

T share [

It's not a theory if if’s mostly true
[P

jewish people aren’t the reason gay resigned.
conservatives taking advantage of reactionary
zionism are. it’s important not to conflate the
two
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Seriously US just can’t support
Palestine bc we got too many damn
jews in state supporting our economy




AFRICAN PEOPLE HAVE A )
PROFOUND UNDERSTANDING OF
APARTHEID AND OCCUPATION.

The historical roots of solidarity between
Black liberation movements and Palestinian liberation
began in the late 1960s. This period was marked by
a heightened awareness among Black arganizations in

the United States

The

likened Zioniism to an fmperia!l
project, .,

| aligned itself with the Palestinian

| resistance, framing both struggles

| as a unified frant against racism,
Zionism, and imperialism

iwharvardpsc and @harvardafro
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Harvard - 2h
Do you guys not see the antisemitic tropes
you're perpetuating? It's like y'all read Mein
Kampf in expos

stfu pedo lover! all of you Zionists are the
same. Killers and rapists of children!




Harvard - 3m
No antisemitism going on here. Nope definitely
not.

Make up your mind do Zionists bomb babies or
are they pedophiles?

BOTH










